[Review of 1.250 episodes of skin and soft tissue infections attended at 49 hospital emergency departments].
To review the prevalence, clinical characteristics, approach and outcome of patients with skin and soft tissue infections (SSTI) evaluated at the Emergency Departments (ED) in Spain. A descriptive multicenter cross-sectional analysis in 49 ED of patients with SSTI. Data were collected for age, gender, comorbid conditions, risk factors for multiresistant pathogens, STTI type, sepsis criteria, microbiology, antibiotic treatment, destination and ED mortality. We documented 1,250 episodes (11% of all infections and 1.6% of all patients seen in ED), mean age 52 years (56% men) and the comorbidities and risk factors for major adverse outcomes were diabetes (15%), heart disease (12%), previous antibiotic therapy (10%) and solid malignancy (5%). 81% of STTI were nonnecrotizing, 3.3% had septic syndrome, in 65% of patients was not practised any microbiological study, and 16% had risk factors for infection for antibiotic-resistant gram-positive bacteria, with adequate empirical antibiotic therapy of 2.5%. 72% of patients were discharged home and 2 died. When comparing STTI discharged home respect those that were admitted, these latter were older patients with more comorbidities and risk factors for multidrug resistance, sepsis and there were more practised cultures (p < 0.05). The SSTI have a prevalence of 1.6%, representing 11% of visits to the ED for infection. 44% of patients have comorbidity and 16% have risk factors for infection for resistant gram-positive pathogens and they were not made an appropriate antibiotic coverage.